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Charleston, West Virginia 
Closed training for Charleston Fire Department 

Search & Seizure Workshop (2 Day Course) 

This 2-day program presents a unique instructional method to reinforce learning about critical constitutional 
policing matters. Rather than the passive learning method associated with a traditional lecture-based training 
class, this program encourages, in fact requires, each student to be an active participant in the learning 
process. The instructor will actively guide the discussions through thought-provoking questions and 
counterarguments. At the end of each discussion session, the instructor will provide the proper doctrinal 
underpinnings, supported by the relevant caselaw, for the appropriate resolutions to the questions presented 
in the scenarios. Helping officers avoid the likelihood of evidence suppression and reducing individual and 
organizational liability exposure. 

Some issues covered: 

• Which areas and interests receive Fourth Amendment protection 

• How to assess the reliability and utility of information received from informants 

• The nature of reasonable suspicion and probable cause 

• The scope of, and basis for conducting, searches incident to arrest 

• The grounds for warrantless entry into residential premises 

• Distinguishing between “curtilage” and “open field” designations of real property 

• Application and limitation of the plain view doctrine of warrantless seizure 

• The validity and scope of consent searches 

• The contours of the automobile exception 

• Defining the “custody” and “interrogation” requirements of the Miranda rule 

• And much more! 

INSTRUCTED BY: INSTRUCTED BY: RET. POLICE OFFICER AND CASE LAW EXPERT ZACH MILLER 

 

 
115 Lee St. West Charleston, WV 25302 

Tuesday, March 11-12, 2025 | 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
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